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The French Federation of Organic 
Farmers

• Created in 1978
• 10.000 organic farmers (2017)
• 13 regional and 70 local groups

• Agricultural & economic development
• Professional organisation: lobbying
activities
• Public awareness

• A shift towards an environmentally
friendly society
• Fair and locally-rooted value chains
• A more human and inclusive economy
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The French Organic sector in 2016: a 
change of scale

• 33.000 organic farms (+12%)
• 1,5 Mio ha (+17%)
• 5,7% agricultural land is organic
• 7 Mrd € organic retail sales (+20%)

A major crossroads in the development of organic 
farming:

• ‘Conventionalisation’ of organic food and farming system

• Stick to the founding principles of organic farming
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From a needed regulation revision 
process ...

Current legislation is not perfect:
• General rules: imports, GMOs, mixed farms, ...

• Animal husbandry: definition of industrial livestock farming, definition
and % or regional feed, 5% non-organic feed, limitation of silage, limitation of
antiparasitics, limitation of monogastric units, animal welfare provisions, ...
• Plant production: limitation of nitrogen fertilisers, soil-bound
production, prohibition of heating greenhouses and fertigation, ...

This review was an opportunity to strengthen the
European regulation, more in line with the founding
principles of Organic farming.
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... to a disappointing outcome.

The compromise text is still far from the founding
principles:

Missed opportunity to strengthen
the existing rules: status quo
prevails.
• Some of the new provisions
could jeopardize organic farming
practices and positive image.
• Positive aspects are not enough.
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The regulation should reflect the 
core principles of Organic Farming

• This revision process is a missed opportunity to
strengthen the European regulation provisions.
• Risk of the ‘conventionalisation’ of organic farming.
FNAB keeps advocating for a stricter regulation, in line
with the core principles of OF.

The regulation should reflect the principles and
practices of organic farmers.

It should not strip the organic farming practices from
their substance.
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The regulation is not the only tool to 
boost the sector’s growth

What about public policies?:
• Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) : Public
Money for Public Goods – CAP money to reward
(organic) farmers delivering environmental and
social services.
• EU Organic Action Plan: with objectives and
budget !
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A toolbox full of solutions to boost 
the EU Organic Sector

Conclusion:
• The regulation revision is a missed opportunity :
risk of ‘conventionalisation’ of OF.
• The coming CAP reform will be a new chance for
the EU institutions and Member states.
• Still time for action from the Commission side,
with an EU Organic Action Plan.
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FNAB

Thank you for your attention!

www.fnab.org
www.produire-bio.org

http://www.fnab.org/
http://www.produire-bio.org/
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