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About OMRI 

How OMRI Reviews Inputs 

Working with International 

Standards – Case Study 



OMRI’s Mission 

To support the growth 

and trust of the global 

organic community 

through expert, 

independent and 

transparent verification 

of input materials, and 

through education and 

technical assistance. 

 



About OMRI 

• Non-governmental organization (NGO) 

• Founded in 1997 by certifiers with financial 
support from the organic industry 

• Staff of 38 in Eugene, Oregon, USA 

• 3,700+ OMRI Listed products from over 1,000 
companies 

• ISO 17065 accredited; annual audits 

• Officially recognized by the NOP since 2008 

• Allowed as a contractor for certifiers in Canada 



Recognition 

2011 National Organic Program  Handbook 
Policy Memo 11-4 
Verification of Materials 
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Class Structure 

Crops 

Management 
Tools and 

Production Aids 
Fertilizers 

Pest, Weed 
and Disease 

Control 

Livestock 

Feed 
Ingredients 

Health Care Tools 
External 

Parasiticides and 
Pesticides 

Processsing 

Non-agricultural 
Ingredients and 
Production Aids 

Sanitizers 
and 

Cleaners 

Containers and 
Packaging 

Pest Control 



Product Categories 

Product is assigned to a 
category matching  
its intended use. 

Restriction text describes the 
requirements for compliant 

use. 



Review Process 

Decision-Making 

Lab results 

Full 
disclosure 

Third-party 
information  



Contracts and Confidentiality 

•OMRI Listed Suppliers have the right to protection of confidential business 
information 
•OMRI Listed Suppliers must agree…to provide all required documentation 



Gather Information 

Complete 
manufacturing 

process for 
product and 
ingredients 

Verification of 
use of GMOs 



Full Disclosure of Ingredients 

Disclosure and 
verification of 

multiple suppliers for 
same ingredient 

Verification that 
alternative 

formulas are also 
compliant 



Decision Making 

Internal Review Panel 
One staff member prepares 

report and 2 others vote yes or 
no 

External Review Panel 
In the case of disagreement among 

internal review panel, or difficult and 
prohibited products, goes to group of 

industry experts. 



Product Certificates 



Maintenance 



Inspections 

• Random 

– 1% of products on the OMRI Products List 

• For Cause  

– ~10 per year 

• High Nitrogen Liquid Fertilizers 

– Annual announced and unannounced inspections 

 



The U.S. Organic Industry 

National Organic Program (NOP) 

National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) 

Certification Agencies 

Input Manufacturers 

EPA – Environmental Protection Agency 

FDA – Food and Drug Administration 

Organic Farmers, Ranchers and Processors 

Public (consumers and gardeners) 



Agenda 

About OMRI 

Challenges with  

Material Review 

Working with International 
Standards – Case Study 



Case Study: OMRI Canada 

• 117+  products  

 

• Certifier and 
inspector training 

 

• Continuous 
improvement 



Recognition 

Input Verification under the Canada Organic 

Regime 

 

 

 

 

Is OMRI #2 or #3? 



Navigating Regulation 

Canada Organic Office (COO) 

Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) 

Canadian General Standards Board (CGSB) 

Organic Federation of Canada (OFC) 

Pest Management Regulatory Agency 

Multiple Certifier Verification Bodies 

Organic Farmers, Ranchers and Processors 

Public (consumers and gardeners) 



Communicating Compliance 



Input Manufacturers by Country 

Australia Austria Canada Chile China Denmark 

Estonia Finland France Germany India Indonesia 

Ireland Israel Italy Japan Korea Malaysia 

Mexico Netherlands Peru Phillipines Spain Sri Lanka 

Switzerland The Netherlands UAE USA 

OMRI Listed Manufacturers 



Thank you! 

Peggy@omri.org 
 

www.omri.org 
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